
R S t u d y  of I n s t r u m e n t a l  3lus& 

by Kent A .  F i e l d  

True Worship - John 4 : l - 2 6  

I n t r o d u c t i o n :  

A Why Did J e s u s  Come? 

1. To r e c o n c i l e  man t o  God. R o m . 5 : 6 - l l ; ~ k . 1 9 : 1 0 ; 1  T i m . l : 1 5 .  

2 .  To r e v e a l  a n  avenue  o f  w o r s h i p  f o r  c o n s t a n t  f e l l o w s h i p  and 
communion w i t h  God. Heb. 1 0 : l - 1 8  

B.  A n a l y s i s  of  t h e  t e x t .  

1. V s .  1-9 J e s u s  b r i d g e s  t h e  g a p  of  t h e  S a m a r i t a n s  and t h e  Jews. 

a .  They had been a r g u i n g  e v e r  s i n c e  2  Kings 1 7  over  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  o f  t h e  Temple 

b .  There was a r a c i a l  g a p  
c .  There  w a s  a s e x u a l  gap--not  t o  t a l k  t o  t h e  women i n  p u b l i c  
d .  And t h e r e  w a s  a mora l  and  s p i r i t u a l  gap.  

2 .  V s .  10-18 J e s u s  s a w  h e r  n e e d .  

a .  The s u b j e c t  of w o r s h i p  i s  r e s u l t i n g  t o  a v e r t  f u r t h e r  
embarrassment .  

b .  Rom. 1 : 2 0  

3. V. 20 Gonfusion r e g a r d i n g  " t r u e "  worsh ip .  

4 .  V.  2 1  "True" w o r s h i p  goes  beyond " p l a c e "  ( c f .  Deut .  1 2 ) .  

5. V. 22 I t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t o  w o r s h i p  i n  ignorance !  ( n o t  a c c e p t a b l e ) .  

6 .  V.  23  True w o r s h i p  i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  i n  n a t u r e .  

7 .  V .  23  God d e l i g h t s  i n  o u r  a d o r a t i o n .  Heb. 13 :15 ,16 ;  P h i l .  4 : l 8 , l 9 .  

8 .  V .  $3 God d e s i r e s  t r u e  worsh ip .  1 Sam.15:22,23;13:5-14. 

9 .  V.  24 Our t r u s t  and obed ience  can  be  measured i n  our  worship .  

I .  What Is Worship? 

A.  Worship 
1. Anglo-Saxon -- " w o r t h - s e r v i c e "  e q u a l s  "wor "- "ship"  
2 .  T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  r e v e r a n c e  t o  one of  wor th .  

B .  D e r i v a t i o n  
1. There a r e  n i n e  Greek words t h a t  d e s c r i b e  t h e  i d e a  o f  

o r  v e n e r a t i o n ,  g l o r y ,  e s t e e m ,  p i o u s ,  and r e g a r d .  
2 .  The 2  most common 

a .  "La t reuo l ' - to  s e r v e ,  t o  m i n i s t e r ,  as w i t h  o n e ' s  l i f e .  
b .  "Proskuneow- to  s e r v e  o r  m i n i s t e r  t o  by k n e e l i n g  o r  

p r o s t r a t i o n ,  t o  do  homage. T h i s  i s  t h e  s p e c i f i c  
a c t  of  worsh ip .  

c .  examples i n c l u d e :  
1. Mt.4:10 - used  w i t h  S a t a n  w i t h  L a t r e u o .  
2 .  P h i 1 . 3 : 3  c o n t r a s t  of t r u e  and f a l s e  worsh ip .  
3. Ac. 24:14  s e r v e  God w i t h  L a t r e u o  
4. Ac. 7 : 7  s e r v e  w i t h  L a t r e u o  
5. Mark 1 5 : 1 9  Proskuneo i n  f a l s e  and mocking 

worsh ip .  
6. John  4:20-25 i s  d i s c u s s i n g  Proskuneo 
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d.  From Crea t ion  
1. Ps. 96:8 God has deserved man's reverence .  
2.  Phil .  4:18 God has  d e s i r e d  man's reverence .  
3. John 4:24 God has  des igna t ed  t h e  kind! 

11. F a l s e  Worship - Examples 

A .  Old Testament 
1. Cain and Abel Gen.4:Yff; 1 John3:11,12 
2 .  Nadab and Abihu Lev. 10 :  1-2 

B.  New Testament 
1. "va in"  equa ls  h worship Mark 7:6-9 ( M t .  15 )  " h e a r t l e s s w  
2 .  " igno ran t "  worship Acts l 7 : 2 2 , 2 3  
3. w w i l l l v  worship Col. 2:18-23 W.E. Vine says  "vo lun ta ry  

adopted worship whether unbidden o r  fo rb idden . "  

111. What Is True Worship??? 
A.  I t  i s  s t a t e d  i n  John 4:24 

1. o b j e c t  equa ls  God 
2 .  a t t i t u d e  equa ls  i n  s p i r i t  
3. a c t i o n  equa l s  i n  t r u t h  

B.  True Object - worship t h e  Fa ther !  Why? Psalms 9;  Ps. 100. 
1. Acts 14:15-17 ( c f .  1 T h s s . l : 9 , 1 0 ) .  
2 .  Acts 17:22-31 
3. Acts 19:26-27 
4. Our i d o l s  t o  g i v e  up . . . 

a. covetousness  - Col. 3:5 
b. p o p u l a r i t y  - John 12:43 
c .  p l e a s u r e  - 2 T i m .  3:4 
d .  l u s t  - Rom.l:21-24; 2  Tim.3:2; Mt.16:24 

C True Atki tude - I n  S p i r i t  
1. God always t e s t s  t h e  h e a r t  of man. 

a .  Josh .  24:14; J o e l  2:12-14; Micah 6: 6-8: J e r .  17:9 ,10;  
Ps.139:23-24. 

b. M t .  22:3&-40; Heb. 4:12-13; Acts 1:24;15:8.  

2. The Worshipping Heart  
a .  v a n i t y  
b. unmerciful  - M t .  5 :23,24;6:14,15.  
c .  p r aye r  - M t .  6:5-8 
d .  communion - 1 Cor. 11:23-31 
e .  s i n g i n g  - Eph. 5:19;  Col. 3:16 
f .  g i v i n g  - 2 Cor. 9 :7;8:8  
g .  h e a r t l e s s  hypocr icy - Mk. 7 :6 ,7 ;  2  T i m .  3:5 

D .  True Action - I n  Truth  
1. Standard f o r  accep tab le  worship.  We w i l l  draw nea r  

t o  God 
i n  f a i t h  - Heb. 11 :6  ( c f .  2  Cor .S:6ff ;  Heb.10:22). 

b .  accord ing  t o  t r u t h  - John 4:24 (c f . Jno .18 :37 ,38 ;  
8 :31 ,32)  

c .  wi th  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  of C h r i s t  ( M t .  28:18-20) 



2. **How Is Christ's Authority Expressed? 
a. Direct Statement 

1. declarative - Mark 16:16 
2. imperative - Acts 2:38 
3. interogative - 1 Cor. 1:13 (the force of a question) 
4. hortatory - Heb. 6:lff (exhortive or advisory) 

b. By Implication 
1. Gen. 13:l - Lot out of Egypt 
2. Mt. 3:16 - Jesus up from the water 
3. Acts 22:16 sins not yet washed. 

c. Approved Example 
1. Matt. 26:26ff - fruit of vine and unleavened bread 

for Supper 
2. Acts 2O:7 meeting upon the first day of the week 
3. Eph. 5:19 singing, making the melody in the heart 
4. Illustrated: Acts 8:26-39 
5. Examples are illustrated or classified: 

a. sinful then and now, 
b. optional then and now, 
c. obligation then and now. 

d . Expediency 
1. Criteria: 1 Cor.6:12;10:23;4:17;7:14; etc. 

a. must be authorized! even for expediency! 
b. advantage will be practical in application. 
c. respect for the authority of elders (not 

beyond the word). 

2. +$Therefore anything not excluded by specific 
instruction.** and will be advantageous in doing 
God's will. 

3 Conclusions: 
a. Must heed Christ - Acts 3:22,23; Jno.12:48-50; Mt.17:5; 

Mt.28:18; Heb. 1:3 
b. All truth has been revealed - Jno.16:7-13; 2 Tim. 3:16,17 

2 Pt.l:3. 
1. abide in the word - Jno. 8:31,32; 3 Jno. 3:4; 2 Jno. 9-11 
2. do not go beyond - 1 Cor. 4:6; Rev. 22:18-19; 1 Cor.4:6 
3. do not pervert - Gal.l:6-9; 2 Pet. 3:16,17; 2 Tim.2:15; 

Jude 3. 

IV. Worship Authorized By Christ. 
A. As seen in Apostolic Practice. 

1. Acts 2:42,46 
2. A C ~ S  20:7 
3. 1 Cor. ll:20ff 
4. 1 Cor. 14:12,15,18,19,26,27 
5. 1 Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 8 & 9. 

B. Identified 
1. Reading and teaching God's Word. Acts 2:42;20:7ff; 

1 Cor.14:26. 
2. Prayer - Acts 2:42; 12:5,12;20:36-38 
3. Breaking Bread (Lord's Supper) 1 Cor. 10 & 11; Acts 2:42; 

20:7 



C. THE 

1. 

2. 

3. 
SING 

MUSIC AUTHOR I ZED BY CHR IS T3t-:'3t3t 
Analysis: Worship must be in truth and according to 
Christ's requirements. 
+t3tAffirmative Obligation. - There is no obligation on 
the part of anyone to prove a non-action or a non-practice.. . 
I have the responsibility of proving my practice to be 
right! So do you! Col. 3:17 that goes for whatever you 
do. 
What has Jesus said regarding music in worship??? 

PLAY (AS ON INSTRUMENT) 

~t.26:30; Mk.l4:26 9 3c 
3t 

~ c t s  16:25 3t 
3b 
9 
9 

I' 3 'I 
Rom.15:9 (cf. Ps.18:49) 3t 

3t 
1 Cor.l4:15 3t 

1. A command from Christ? NONE!!! 
Ib 
3t 

Eph. 5:19 .x 2. Apostolic teaching? NONE! ! ! 
3b 
35 

C O ~ .  3:16,17 -:' 
3. N. T. Church Usage? NONE! .'! 

9 
3b 

Heb. 2:12 (Hb.13:15) g 
3t 

James 5:13 3t 
3:- 

4 Arguments used to justify "playing" an instrument in 
worship. 
a. "David used it with God's approval!" Ps.150; 2 Chr.29:25 
b. "There's no specific N.T. condemnation of it!" 
c. "The Bible doesn't say, 'Thou shalt not '.' " 
d. "You have no authority then for congregational 

singing, for Eph. 5 and Col. 3 are in private! " 
e. "The instrument is not worship, but is only an aid 

or expedient. " 
f. "Instruments will be used in Heaven! " Rev. 5: 8; 

14:1,2;15:1-3 

g. "The very meaning of the word "Psallo" requires the 
use of an instrument 

h. "The Psalms were always sung with an instrument!' 

5. ANSWERS FROM THE BIBLE TO THEIR POOR ARGUMENTS. . . 
a. It is true, David did use instruments with God's 

approval. 
1. But he lived under the Old Testament, we are 

under the New 
2. There were very specific times the instrument 

was to be used, see 2 Chr.29:25ff to see that 
the playing occurred only during the burning of 
the animal sacrifice! 

3. David also offered animal sacrifices with God's 
approval under the 0.d Covenant; does that mean 
you can today??? 

4. We no longer live under the Old Testament, but 
the New - Hb.8:6,8-12;9:15-18;10:9-10:12:24; 
Gal. 5:2-4;3:24;5:18, etc. 



b. I t  i s  t r u e ,  t h e  B ib l e  d o e s n ' t  s a y  t h e  words, "Thou 
s h a l t  n o t "  
1. n e i t h e r  does i t  s a y ,  "Thou s h a l t "  u se  an i n s t r u -  

ment ! 
2.  n e i t h e r  does i t  s a y ,  "Thou s h a l t  n o t  use  hamburgers 

and Coke f o r  t h e  Lord ' s  Supper!' I suppose I should 
f i n d  them a t  your  nex t  L o r d ' s  Supper? I f  n o t ,  why 
n o t ?  Whatever your r e a s o n s ,  you must app ly  them 
t o  a l l  avenues of worship! 

3. The Bib le  d o e s n ' t  have t o  s a y ,  "Thou s h a l t  no t "  
because " s p e c i f i c a t i o n  by example excludes  a l l  
o t h e r  p o s s i b i l i t i e s " .  s e e  Heb. 7:12-17 of t h e  
p r i e s thood ;  Heb. l : 5  " t o  which of t h e  ange l s "  

c .  There i s  p l e n t y  of a u t h o r i t y  f o r  congrega t iona l  s inging!  
1. A l l  Greek s c h o l a r s  a g r e e : " t h a t  t h e  con tex t  

i n d i c a t e s  a c o r p o r a t e  f u n c t i o n . "  

2. The pronoun "Heautois" means "one a n o t h e r "  as i n  
bo th  Eph. 5:19 and i n  Col. 3:16. 

3. I n  Co1 . 3  : 16 " i n  you "- "en huminn-in you a l l  o r  
among youw,  1 Cor . l1 :18 .  

4. They admit r e g u l a t i o n  must be fo l lowed,  y e t  they  
admit t h a t  t hey  have no d i r e c t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  what 
t hey  p r a c t i c e  t h u s  t hey  a r e  i n  v i o l a t i o n  of t h e i r  
own argument! 

5. Not ice  a l s o  t h a t  Eph.5 & Co1.3 a r e  s p e c i f i c  f o r  
any worship ,  no ma t t e r  what o r  where t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

6 .  They admit we need a u t h o r i t y  f o r  what we do,  and 
they  admit t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no N . T .  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  
i n s t r u m e n t a l  music! 

d .  Their  u se  of t h e  ins t rument  i s  more than  j u s t  an a i d  
o r  an expedient!  
1. F i r s t ,  i f  t hey  want t o  now say  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  

worship ,  bu t  an a i d  t o  t h e i r  worship ,  t hen  they 
a r e  i n c o n s i s t a n t  wi th  t h e i r  argument t h a t  we can 
use  i t  a s  worship  because David d i d .  

2. Expedients  o r  a i d e s  a r e  f i n e  when they  a r e  no t  
excluded by more s p e c i f i c  t e rms ,  and they  a r e  
au tho r i zed  by d i r e c t  s t a t e m e n t ,  i m p l i c a t i o n  from 
t h e  t e x t ,  approved example! 
a .  n o t i c e  t h e  fo l lowing:  

Generic Commands S p e c i f i c  Terms 
2  Kings 5 : l l f f  "c leanse"  - 7 t imes  i n  t h e  Jordan 

Gen 6:  1 4  "bu i ld  an a r k "  - out  of g o f f e r  wood 

Nu 1 9 : l f f  "make an o f f e r i n g "  - u s i n g  a  r e d  h e f f e r  

L e v . l 0 : 1 , 2  "make an o f f e r i n g "  - a l t a r  of f i r e  (Lev .6 :9 ,16)  

Matt 26: 26-29 "Lord ' s  Supper" - bread and f r u i t  of v ine  

Eph.5:19 " s ing"  - make' the melody i n  your h e a r t .  



3. If they  use  t h i s  argument of expediency they  a r e  a l s o  
i n c o n s i s t a n t  wi th  t h e i r  argument from t h e  word " p s a l l o "  
which they say  always means t o  play! I f  t h a t  were t r u e ,  
then  p l ay ing  an ins t rument  i s  no longe r  an "expedient"  
bu t  i s  a  n e c e s s i t y ,  and f o r  every  s i n g l e  member! 

4.  I would a l s o  l i k e  t o  ask them i s  t h e i r  u se  of t h e  i n s t r u -  
ment r e q u i r e d ? ,  o r  i n c i d e n t a l ? ,  o r  an a d d i t i o n ? ? ?  

5 What i s  an a i d ?  and what i s  an a d d i t i o n ?  

Gen. 6:14 - req..i r e d  -- n a i d  ( e x p e d i e n t )  -- add i t i on l exc luded)  
I t 1 
I I I 

(Deut .b :2)  

1. b u i l d  an 'ark - t o o l s ( m a k l )  - b u i l d  an a r k  a& a house 

2 .  c e r t a i n  dimensions - p lace  - b u i l d i n g  a  l a r g e r  boa t  

3 .  kind of wood - s c a f f o l d i n g  - changing t h e  wood 

4 .  s p e c i f i c  s e a l e r  - animals  f o r  l a b o r  - change t h e  s e a l e r  
o r  adding compounding 

6 .  Is an Ins t rument  An E s s e n t i a l  Aid?? 

a .  NO! 
b .  What about t h o s e  t h a t  a r e  doing without  i t ?  
c .  I t  i s  n o t  even needed t o  g e t  p i t c h ,  o therwise  t h e  p l aye r s  

I would have t o  p l ay  a ,beat ahead and t h e  congrega t ion  
would have t o  p l ay  "ca t ch  up" 

d .  What i s  r e q u i r e d ?  - t r u t h ,  t o n e ,  key t o  s t a r t .  
e .  What would be an a i d ?  Books, ove r l ays ,  song books a r e  

s c r i p t u r a l  f o r  t h i s  i s  what t h e  N .  T.  church used ,  t h e  
Psalms. 

e .  They say  t h a t  i n s t rumen t s  a r e  used i n  Heaven. . . 
1. However, a s  we can s e e  from t h e  e n t i r e  book of Reve la t ion ,  

t h e i r  r e f e r e n c e s  were n o t  t o  any l i t e r a l  usage of ins t ruments  
s e e i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was v i s i o n a r y  speech.  

2 .  Bes ides ,  t h e r e  a r e  many t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  happening i n  Heaven, 
however t h i s  does n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  g ive  us  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
p r a c t i c e  t h e  same on e a r t h .  

a .  I n  heaven t h e  f i g u r e  s a i d  of a c r y s t a l  s e a ,  and g a t e s  
of p e a r l ,  LITERALLY?? Of cou r se  n o t .  

b. If t h i s  was a l i t e r a l  r e f e r e n c e  t o  how t h e  church w i l l  
be worshipping i n  heaven,  t hen  why i s  t h e r e  no example 
t o  t h e  church on e a r t h  i n  t h e  f i r s t  c en tu ry  doing t h e  
same? 

f .  They s a y  " P s a l l o "  r e q u i r e s  an in s t rumen t .  . . 
1. Note: t o  t a k e  t h i s  view i s  now i n c o n s i s t a n t  w i t h  t h e i r  

argument t h a t  i t  w a s  only  an  expedien t .  
2 .  The word d i d  mean l i t e r a l l y ,  " t o  touch ,  twang, o r  r u b ,  o r  

p u l l ,  " l i k e  s h o o t i n g  an arrow o r  p u l l i n g  one ' s  h a i r .  
3. The meaning or usage of t h e  word " p s a l l o "  changed du r ing  

N.T. p e r i o d ,  s o  s a y  a l l  t h e  s c h o l a r s  on t h e  Greek. 
4. The word " p s a l l o  " o r  o t h e r  forms of t h e  word have been 

t r a n s l a t e d  and used 5 t imes i n  t he  N.T. Rom.15:9; 
1 Cor.14:15; Eph.5:19; James 5 : l  



5 .  Even i n  t h e  Old Testament t h e r e  were d i f f e r e n t  words f o r  
s i n g i n g  and p lay ing .  
a .  There w a s  " she r  " which means t o  " s ing"  
b.  There was "Nagan" = " p l a y "  
c Then t h e r e  w a s  "zamar" = "s ing  o r  p l a y "  used i n  Ps 18:49. 

6 .  According t o  bo th  Greek and Hebrew s c h o l a r s ,  " t h e  word 
' p s a l l o '  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  ins t rument  i s  t o  be named when i t  
i s  a c t u a l l y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  an  i n s t r u m e n t . "  

1 .  I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  ( n o t  p o s s i b l e )  t o  f i n d  a meaning i n  
t h e  verb  form which i s  n o t  i n  t h e  noun d e r i v a t i v e .  

2.  The Psalms were sung i n  t h e  Jewish Synogogues 
"acape la"  because 
a .  Considered v i o l a t i o n  t o  p l ay  ins t rument  on Sabbath,  
b. t o  avoid Pagan e x c e s s e s ,  
c .  used only i n  Temple where animal s a c r i f i c e s  were 

made, 2 Chr. 29 
d .  There were many r e f e r e n c e s  and long  q u o t a t i o n s  of 

t h e  Psalms throughout t h e  N . T .  wi thout  an i n s t r u -  
ment eve r  once be ing  r e f e r r e d  t o .  

e .  We s e e  i n  1 Cor.14:26, we can s e e  t h a t  N . T .  Psalms 
a l s o  were t h e r e .  

f .  Compare P s . l l O ; b  and Jno.12:34;  P s . 8 2 : 6 & ~ n o . l 0 : 3 4 ;  
Ps.35:19 and Jno.15:25;  Ps .14 :1 ,2  and Rom.3:10,11-14, 
1 9  and Ps .33 :1 ,2  

6. Vocal Music Is Confirmed By Hi s to ry  

a .  American Encyclopedia pg. 688 s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  very  f i r s t  
a t tempt  t o  i n t roduce  in s t rumen t s  i n t o  C h r i s t i a n  worship 
was about 6 7 0 ~ ~ .  But i t  was immediately r e j e c t e d  a s  un- 
s c r i p t u r a l .  Then i n  7 5 5 A D  i t  w a s  r e in t roduced  and allowed 
t o  s t a y  i n  an a l r e a d y  a p o s t a t e  church! 

b.  CkmbePs Encyclopedia,  Vol. 7 ,  p.112 a g r e e s  w i th  t h i s  
only i t  l i s t s  t h e  d a t e s  as 6 6 6 ~ D  and 7 5 7 A D .  

7 .  Consider t h e  comments from t h e  s c h o l a r s .  . . 
a.  C l a r k ' s  Commentary p. 684 - Calvin  was a g a i n s t  it! 
b John Wesley - he d i d  n o t  want i t  t o  be heard o r  seen! 
c .  Adam Clark - a l s o  dead s e t  a g a i n s t  it! 
d .  Alexander Campbell - was a g a i n s t  it! 
e .  Even Char les  Spurgen, a B a p t i s t  m i n i s t e r ,  never  allowed 

an ins t rument  when he preached.  

CONCLUSION : 

A We reverence  and worship God ONLY when we r e s p e c t  H i m ,  H i s  Word, 
H i s  S i l e n c e ,  and H i s  covenant (Gal .  3:15) . 

6. I n  t h e  passages  of t h e  N.T. which we a r e  under ,  t h e  d e a l  wi th  
t h e  s u b j e c t  of music i s  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a t  l e a s t  s i x  t h i n g s  t h a t  
t h e  human voice  only can do,  and which an ins t rument  cannot! 
1. speak i n  song,  
2 .  t e a c h ,  



? admonish, : s i n g  wi th  t h e  s p i r i t ,  
5 .  s i n g  wi th  t h e  unders tanding ,  
6 make melody i n  t h e  h e a r t .  
An ins t rument  can do NONE of t h e s e .  However, t h e  human voice  
can do all t h e s e  and t h u s  f u l f i l l  all s c r i p t u r a l  requirements  
f o r  music i n  worship under t h e  N. T.  

C The i n s t r u m e n t a l i s t  s a y s  t h a t  t hose  who w i l l  no t  use  t h e  
i n s t r u a e n t  a r e  t h e  ones caus ing  t h e  d i v i s i o n ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  n o t  
t r ~ e  . 
1. Can we, i n  t r u t h ,  worship w i th  an ins t rument?  No. 
2 .  Can they  worship,  i n  t r u t h ,  wi thout  an ins t rument?  Yes. 
3. So can we, s o  why d o n ' t  t hey  throw out  t h e  source  of 

d i v i s i o n ,  t h e  i n s t rumen t ,  s o  t h a t  we can worship t o g e t h w ?  
4.  They r e f u s e ,  and t h u s  make themselves t h e  ones who r e f u s e  

t o  end d i v i s i o n  i n  t h e  body. 

D .  J-esus s a i d ,  "If you love  lee, keep My commandments. " 
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